Calsierel Punk? Bertolt Brecht and Koet Weilll
i A bender at CBGES? ICs hard to nail
down just what Boston's Amanda Palmer
(piano, vox) and Brisn Viglione (drums)
stund like, but ina few short years they have
risen Trom collee howse nh'_-.mnn' tin plm OVEr
100 shows a year and land an opening spot on
Nine Inch Nails” corrent world tour. | sat
down with Amanda Palmer between gies for o
lesson in life, love, and playing with dolls,

RW: fna BEC-0 interview you stated thof s
el your imtention fo revive Cabaret o an art
Sorm, rather that yow are ‘st o rock band.’
Have yout seen yonr music influencing otfer
wcty here in the US, your mative Boston, or
Europe?

WP “Well, to say that we are “just a rock. hund”
mught be stretching it-a little bt That answer s
mastly in delease of being wanting to pigeonhole
us into the ant-rock niche. where we don't Tl |y
betong. The songs aren't very far out, and for il
maller, neither mlr-h e performances, They're
very digestible. though they are very intense. As
far as nfluencing other bands poes, that's a tricky

question,d don't think we™ve started g wave of

Punk Cabaret bamds by any stretch of the i Hmigi-
nation, but 1 do see that some local bands in
Boston wheare a fittle left of center to begin with
gve starting 1o get more of their due, and that may
he becnuse of olir suceess, | like fo think that we

aré more inspirational thin imfluential, Sort of

like this: “Louk, we're an offbest band with
whmermal instourentation and we ve mode i1 this
tar by stecking o our aesthetie and musical puns,
That means you can (00,

W banr music hay seme very subile, safi
nrontenty. Has the crowd on the Nine fnch Nails
fonr gatieted dowr enssgh fo lef vou be heard?

AP With a tour Tike Ming lnch Nails we don't
et many of those quiet momenis leak through
mio the set, unless we feel that the audience s
compielely paving atlention. sometimes they are.
sometimes they're nol, One of the beaunful
thiiras about this band 1= that we have 5o many
different tvpes of sor ey that we could play all
balls-out material for an hour or play all halluds
and 5511 have o cohesive set for total v different
ardiences. We write oul set lists and don’t use
Lhetit RO of the fime, we just feel out the crowd
iind play whal makes serse. From what 1've gath-
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ered, the goth/industrial fans love it There 15
soimethiime prmal and visceral abowt the Tive
shonw that really speaks o ihose folks"

AW woted vou added addisienal dates on tre
dfevive tiy Boadfivee without Nine Toch Nailv.. whai
miade yon decide to do this?

AP We stll need to make money on tour and as
2 support bamd vou're relying mosty on o
merchandise sales and off-day shows o pry for
vour tounng expenses, But-equally imporiant iy
that we want 1o get out there and own the stage
every few shows; play our whole set, und let our
hair hang down with our real fans, Not o men-
ton wee hiave boatloads of Tins who weren't able
to score NIN tickets, and we don't really consid-
er e shows with NIN o be the full Tolis
Expenience.’™

RIW: I underseand pou'll be going back into the
studio after the fonk.. con we expect fo fear new
mferial this fime aronpa?

AP: “Al the NIN shows we're sticking mostly to
the album, but we'll be playing lots of new stuff
at the off shows. These soags really only get fin-
ished as they evolve al the shows and we feel
how the audience 18 reacting to them. 11s & very
important part of the process before hitting the
sludie.” 7

fH:

Whilte vonr instrumentution i neininef,

Vonr mnsic iy imeredibly complex, ke o fango,

D yon “siplifi ' any of yonr music for the five
show?

AP: “We did add extra musicians o the debaul
record, but we're planning to-keep it "authentic”
tor the next record and only use piano and drnons.
You'll fmd, 1f you listen, that the piano is able to
mumiie the hasses nnd guitars Ifr||rr| the wlhom with
dead aceyraey for the most part.”

RI: Whar drove yvou to choose the visnal
imagery of cabares fo compliment your nisic?

AR It drove me. This has always been my style
and aesthetic, ['ve been a vintage nut since [ was
i little grk, [Us just the thang that makes sense
me, Cabarel, the idea, also represents a kind of
amist freedom and mhibition 1o me: [ worship the
famtasy of the "20s cabaret the way other musi-
ciany worship at the ultar of Woodstock and the
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treedom and risk-taking that it represented,”

R Your masic iv clever and dark, both moody
ard ecstatic--the lyrics equally seathing angd
Sunny.. piven all these smotions, what gre your
Sfavirite songy fo perform and wihy?

APCMy all-time favorite is “Half Jack.™ There
are difterent reasons for living 1o play. 2 song
live. Some are wonderful gongs but very hard to
perlomm or sing... for instance, | don't like play-
ng " Theleop Song” live: IS0 great tume but the
vocal kills me. “Half Jack™ i= a song thi T can
atways get Into, 3 always brings me bhack 1o
mysell umd reminds me what I'm daing up on
stage, sort of like conung home afier a long tiring
trip OF getting mie a pair OF worn jeans,

RW: Pve been reading your tonr diary, and it'’s
jreety funny--what exactly dees a groupie
expect to find in your tonr bus? What does a
Dresden Dodl need on tone? 1 heard you have o
thing for chocelore.

AP (Laoghs) “What do they expect? | have no
wea, If they're been reading my jouenal, the
probakly expect 1o find the truth, Ten, the ooca-
stomal glass of wine and my yoga mel. There i
ne snorting coke off stnpper’s tits, unforunaely
Wiedo p.*l e some greal discussions about the
medning of art, thougli, What will you see? |
car’t speak for Bran but | can’t live wiathout
Green Ted, my space pillow, my laptop, lee Cube
the polar bear, and my electric toothbrush
Chogolaie is I.1|.1II"-"..F1JIJ'- Wi keep it off the bus.”

RW: It's been a short five years since vou met
Brian. How fas _g'-Lir-rr rr!um-'u'n’up chunged with
Sunie wnd forame?

AP: “Fame 15 a mitl, Our relationship has only
changed because of fime, We are closer than ever
and are abways finding a deeper understunding of
the other and their needs, Brian and are |.1|:|.|I;.
noew, Or love: for exch other as friends and our
lowe for this band 15 unshiakable,”

L mshakalde? Thars exacily Bow I fels abowr wrir-
ing this inferview, The Dresden Dolls apen for
Nirve Biech Neils, May 3rd & dth @ The Fillmere
Anditarin. Both shows are sold ond, but rumor
hes if they mray play an aecoustic sl af @ nearby
Sonth Broadway watreing hale. Read Ansancda’s
diary for yeurself i wwwdresdendollscom @



