The Dresden Dolls ..

Roadrunnar A
H they were due a difficult second album, somebody forgot to
tell them. Yes Virginia sees the ‘Dolls return in fabulous

Boston's Amanda Palmer and Bran Viglione, aka The Dresden Dolls, retum with "Yes
Virginia, tha follow-up to their eponymous debut, and any doubts that mainstream
sucCess may have diluted the energy and quirkiness that make The Dresden Dolls so
umique is quickly dispelled as the album kick-stars with ‘Sex Changes'. a four-minute
long (the Doll's don't do datties) relentless rant at the folly of love and sex; as Amanda
shrieks “we might need to chop your cock offf Tick-tock, Tick-tock, Tick-tock!" it's
cbwvious that they're not pulling any punches with this record

The gothic drama created by the 'Dolls’ unique dynamics are on full display on this
record; Palmers theatrical wail and cabarel piano amangements and Viglione's punk
drumming colliding together to create a debauchad, vaudeville sound, that you might
expect to hear playing in the background in a nineteenth-century backsireet abordionists,
it's & rare occasion when the musical viclence of a band matches its lyrical viclence, and
the Dresden Dolls pull this off parfectly, the topics of the songs ranging through
loneliness, alcoholism and sexual deviance; there definitely aren't any ‘difficult second
album' nerves here, and the confidence of the lyrical goes a long way to demonstrate
that,

With ex-Pixies and Radiohead cohord Paul O Koldere and Sean Slade at the helm
producing Yes Virginia has a cleaner, crispar scund to it than their dabut, which might bea
a grievance for some, as it perhaps does not have the same murkiness, but in giving it
such a tight and polished sound, they've really hamessed the power of the songs to their
full extent = il thair first album was akin to Edgar Alan Poe, then Yes Virginia is definitely
maee big-budget Tim Buron. The Dresden Dolls are one of the mast orginal and
interesting bands of the moment, and while their cabaret-punk style may be nodding to
the past, for the "Dolls, the future is definitely looking bright.
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